Mitomycin C plus vindesine or cisplatin plus epirubicin in previously treated patients with symptomatic advanced non-small-cell lung cancer.
A total of 40 previously treated patients with symptomatic advanced non-small-cell lung cancer (NSCLC) were subjected to second-line chemotherapy with mitomycin C plus vindesine (MV) or cisplatin plus epirubicin (PE). The 12 patients treated with the MV regimen showed no objective response (OR) or symptom palliation. In the 28 patients who received the PE regimen, we obtained a 25% partial response rate, with amelioration of tumor-related symptoms occurring in 35.7% of cases and improvement in the performance status being noted in 25% of subjects. Both regimens were well tolerated. These data show that the administration of cisplatin-based second-line chemotherapy to patients with symptomatic advanced NSCLC may be useful.